30 October 2003
Elijah E. Cummings
Member of Congress

1632 Longworth Bldg

Washington D.C. 20515

Cc: Barbara Wolanin, Paul Brathwaite, Russ Fiengold, Herb Kohl
Dear Congressperson Cummings:

The United States prides itself on being a place of freedom and democracy, on being a place in which all people are treated equally.  I think that it is evident to all of us that this is not the reality here in the United States, let me explain to you a simple thing that can be done to make a small difference.

Recently I visited the capital building with three of my friends who were visiting from out of state.  Growing up I had always been told that Benjamin Banneker, an African American man, had been responsible for the creation of Washington D.C.  Upon viewing the visitor’s center in the basement of the capital I was stunned that there was no mention of this great civil servant.  Furthermore, I found it ironic that L’Enfant, a man who deserted the United States during the project, was given such a glowing image.  When I asked my tour guide why there was no mention of Banneker I was appalled to discover that he had never heard of the man.  

I am writing to encourage you to provide some truth on capital hill and to amend the visitor’s center.  While I realize that the exclusion of Banneker is only a symptom of the racism and inequality that pervades through the United States, it is a simple thing to change.  Black people are continually robbed of role models in our society, not to mention are victims of many more atrocious injustices.  This is one tiny way you can make a different.

Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing your response.

Sincerely, 

Kristin Haltinner

